The Air Force Surgeon General's directive "became public over the weekend 
of October 8th. Editorial and feature reaction is already developing. 
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Air Force Ends Free Cigaret Distribution 

In Hospitals Because of Link to Diseases 
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A Wall Street Journal News Roundup 

The Air Force stopped free distribution of 
cigarets to patients in its hospitals and clinics 
because of “overwhelming evidence” linking 
smoking and various diseases. 

And the Air Force has, in effect, put the 
burden of proof in the issue on the cigaret 
makers, saying it will “gladly reconsider” its 
stand if further research doesn't substantiate 
recent indications that cigarets are a “causa¬ 
tive factor” in various diseases. 

There was no immediate comment from the 
tobacco industry. 

The Air Force move was spelled out in two 
letters. One, to agents of almost all major 
tobacco concerns, said no more gift cigarets 
could be accepted. The other, to all Air 
Force command headquarters, stopped distri¬ 
bution of free cigarets in hospitals and clinics 
and ordered cigarets eliminated from pack¬ 
aged lunches given personnel making long 
flights. 

The antismoking order was initiated by the 
:Air Force surgeon general's office. So far, no 
I similar action has been taken by the Army or 
the Navy. An Army spokesman said he didn’t 
know of any plans to halt distribution of free 
cigarets in Army hospitals. - 

The Public Health Service, whose position is 
•that a link has been established between ciga¬ 
rets and lung cancer, plans a lengthy study to 
: assess the evidence and subsequently to decide 
•what, if anything, the Government should do 
about it. The results of the “assessment” phase 
may be reported next year. 

The first letter, dated Aug. 1. was sent to 
agents of tobacco companies and other donors 
of free cigarets to Air Force hospitals. It read: 

“We regret that we will not be able to 
'accept your gift offering of cigarets for free 
distribution in Air Force hospitals. 

“The surgeon general. United States Air 
Force, is obliged to decline your offer because 
•of the recent evidence which suggests further 
relation between cigaret smoking and lung can- 
.eer, other pulmonary diseases and with certain 
cardio-vascular diseases. Should additional 
studies, including those being conducted by the 
United States Public Health Service and edu¬ 
cational institutions, fail to substantiate recent 
claims that cigaret smoking is a causative fac¬ 
tor in these diseases, we* will gladly reconsider 
our position. 

“We have truly appreciated your gift offer¬ 


ings in the past, and your personal'interest in 
the welfare of patients ih our Air Force 
hospitals." 

The letter was signed by Brig. Gen. R. T. 
Jenkins, in the office of the Air Force surgeon 
general. 

The second letter, dated Sept. 17, was*an 
official message to major Air Force com* 
mands, signed by Maj. Gen. R. Lj Bohaimom 
deputy surgeon general of the Air Force. It 
said: 

“The ever-increasing evidence linking cig¬ 
aret smoking with lung cancer, pulmonary dis¬ 
ease cardio-vascular diseases, etc., can no 
longer be ignored. The surgeon general, United 
States Air Force, has taken a firm stand on 
this issue and has informed tobacco companies 
that gift cigarets are no longer acceptable. 

“To allow free distribution of cigarets in 
our hospitals and in flight lunches suggests to 
our personnel that the Air Force Medical Serv¬ 
ice, in efloct, condones cigaret smoking. To do 
so is to repudiate the overwhelming evidence of 
many medical research teams working Inde¬ 
pendently on a world-wide basis, 
j “Henceforth, gift cigarets will not be ac¬ 
cepted for free distribution to patients in 
United States Air Force hospitals nor will they 
be placed in flight lunch boxes.” 

Although the Air Force said it notified 
agents of tobacco companies and other donors 
of cigarets of its decision in a letter Aug. 1, 
spokesman for several tobacco companies said 
they hadn’t received any official notice. R. .J 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. will make no comment 
until it receives such notice, Charles B. Wade, 
Jr., vice president, said in Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 

George V. Allen, president nf the Tobacco 
Institute, an association of tcbaoco manufac¬ 
turer* which den^s that a link between smok¬ 
ing and lung cancer nas been proved, said in 
Washington: “I don't know any more than I 
read in the newspapers, and I won t have any 
comment until I find out more about it." 

Philip Morris, Inc., and American Tobacco 
Co. also had “no comment,” spokesmen for the 
two companies said in New York. 

One tobacco industry source said the Air 
Force action had taken the entire industry by 
surprise. “It seems kind of queer,“ he said. 
“I’ve never heard of anyone turning down free 
cigarets; for 30 years the services have been 
trying to get all the extra free cigarets they 
could,” 
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